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CHAPTER VI 

THE PB.OGB.lI:SS OF SECTIONALISM: 

BETWlI:lI:N 1880 and 1840 sporadic attempts were 
made to rectify the existing abuses. The time was not 
ripe for the calling of another convention, for the state 
had not forgotten what the last one had cost. The 
west, however, never let the question drop and through 
the medium of newspaper editorials and resolutions of 
public meetings the western heart was fired for a re
form which should be reform indeed. National politics 
were at fever heat during this decade and absorbed the 
time and attention both of the people and of their rep
resentatives in the legislature. At the opening of the 
special session of the legislature in 1887 Governor 
Campbell in his message advised that body to adjourn 
just as soon as it had disposed of the one question for 
which it had been called together, because, said he, "no 
good can arise from agitating the public mind by pro
posing new plans of refo:rm-and evil may." 

The census of 1840 showed the white population of 
• the west to be greater than that of the east by 1,851. 

And the west was not slow in making capital of this 
fact. As a proof that the political leaders of the east 
had failed to keep up with the spirit of the times, they 
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2141 THE DI8B.UPTION OF VIRGINIA. 

for the people of Virginia 1 by whom, it was declared, 
the convention had been ·called.1 A Governor, Lieu
tenant Governor and Attorney General were to be ap
pointed by the convention, to continue in office for six 
months. At the end of that time the General Assembly 
should provide for a regular election. An Executive 
Council of five was to be chosen to consult with the 
Governor.8 The most important provision was that 
constituting a General Assembly consisting of the Sena
tors and delegates elected at the regular time in May, 
together with any who migljt be chosen under the ordi
nances of the convention. This body was to assemble 
in Wheeling July 1st and proceed to organize as pre
scribed by the eDsting laws. That the proceeding was 
altogether irregular is brought out clearly in the fol
lowing clause: "A majority of the members of each 
branch thus qualified • . . shall be competent to pass 
any act specified in the twenty-seventh section of t!te 
fourth article of the constitution." (This section pro
vides for'the creation or discharge of any state debt.) 
It is difficult to understand why any such authoriza
tion was necessary. If, as the convention assumed, 
the General Assembly thus constituted was the only 
legal legislative body of Virginia, why specify what 
powers it could exercise when such powers were clearly 

I The delegates represented approximately iOO,ooo people, about 
one-fl.fth of the white population of the state. 

• The state constitution, which Is still In force, vested the power 
of call1ng conventions In the General Assembly. 

I The creation of such o1Iice was In disregard of the constitu
tion of 1851, which had abollshed the Governor's CounclL 
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W A.B SENTIMENT 253 

potism, has presented the servile Congress of that 
loathsome tyranny with a map in which eastern Virginia 
is attached to Maryland .•.• We say that if we 
.cannot hold West Virginia we can hardly defend tpe 
South." 1 

January, IS6!, the General Assembly at Richmond 
passed a joint resolution on the subject of the division 
of the state. It read as follows: 

''Whereas the public enemy, invited by domestic foes, 
being in power within some of the counties in Virginia, 
where they are confiscating the property of loyal citi
zens and otherwise oppressing them in a cruel man
ner; and whereas the traitors there, contemplating a 
division of this time-honored commonwealth with the 
aid of this public enemy have set up a pretended govern
ment over the same, which under the force of circum
stances could not be prevented by the timely sending of 
an adequate military force; and whereas the legislature 
desires to reassure all loyal citizens throughout the 
commonwealth of their desire and intention to protect 
them, therefore, Resolved by the Senate and House of 
Delegates that in no event will the state of Virginia sub
mit to or consent to the loss of a foot of her soil; that 
it is the firm determination of the state •.• to assert 
and maintain the jurisdiction and sovereignty of Vir
ginia to the utmost limits of her ancient boundaries at 
any and every cost." !I 

There was a noticeable indisposition on the part of 
the authorities of Virginia to pass retaliatory acts 
against the people of the western section. Pierpoint and 

1 Richmond DiIp,uc'h, Dec. 9, 1861. 
'"Documents of Virginia, 1861-69," No. 46. 
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